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CONTRIBUTION TO HYSTEROLOGY. 
BY E. N. CHAPMAN, M. D., 
Late Professor of Obstetrics, etc.,in the L. I. Col- 
lege Hospital. 
(Continued from No, 920.) 

Case 3. Mrs. 8., aged about thirty years, who 
had had three children at term, and two miscar- 
riages at threemonths, submitted to local treat- 
ment April, 1868. The uterine symptoms com- 
menced shortly after the second miscarriage, 
which happened October, 1867, and, gradually in- 
creased in severity, have now greatly reduced her 
in flesh and strength. She finds it difficult to at- 
tend tv her household duties, or, in fact, exert 
herself in any way, either physically or mental- 
ly. Attending this weakness, there are neural- 
gic pains in the loins and down the pelvis, a 
copious and prolonged menorrhagic flow, and 
an adhesive, ropy leucorrheeal discharge. 

The general treatment having been enforced 
for some time to no purpose, the local was 
deemed necessary. On examination, the corpus 
uteri was found enlarged, but not super-sensi- 
tive, the cervix swollen and cedematous, and the 
0s dilated and filled with an albuminous secre- 
tipn, that hung down in a glutinous mass, and 
adhered to the vaginal walls in curdy flakes. 

The menorrhagia being, as was thought, due 
to the defective involution at the last abortion, 
and this fault in that process by which the 
uterine tissues are reduced back again to the 
non-pregnant state due to the continued pseudo- 
functional activity (as though development was 
simply held in abeyance), imparted by the ex- 
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cess of blood still circulating in the uterine ves- 
sels, it was proposed to relieve the uterine 
sinuses by scarification, under the expectation 
that thus involution would be inaugurated. As 
there is a species of involution at the close of 
each period, or at least.an effort in that direc- 
tion, it seemed reasonable to suppose that should 
an operation be practiced at such a time, nature 
would come to the aid of art, and the congestion 
be reduced. 

The leucorrhoeea was regarded as another 
evidence of this morbid vascular activity, that, 
present during the intervals as well as at the 
periods, though in a less degree, would subside 
with the removal of the cause. and give place to 
normal circulation when the atonic capillaries 
of the cervical canal were constringed by a 
stimulating wash. 

Four operations were had in April and May. 
At the first two, the mucous membrane of the 
inner cervix and labia uteri was lightly divided 
by numerous linear cuts, but at the last two, 
the knife was restricted to the labia uteri, and 
the nitrate of silver, in solution, applied to. the 
inner cervix. The menses becoming natural, 
and the glandular secretion restricted. the local 
treatment was dispensed with, and the cure 
completed by the use of bark and iron. Her 
health being fully restored by these several 
means, she again became pregnant, went to 
term, and was confined September, 1869. In- 
volution taking place normally, she continued 
well until the following spring, when, having 
moved into a miasmatic district, a few miles 
from the city, she wasattacked with the inter- 
mittent fever. and a menorrhagic flow, that, re- 
turning every three weeks, and continuing from 
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eight to twelve days, resembled a flooding more 
than a menstruation. By removing from the 
aguish neighborhood, weaning the child, and 
taking quinoidine and cinchonia, together with 
other general. remedies that were indicated, she 
recovered her health completely the winter fol- 
lowing, and that without a resort to the specu- 
-lum being necessary. At present, August, 
1873, she is stout and robust, more so than at 
: any previous period of her life, and is free from 
all uterine symptoms, however trivial ; but has 
not since conceived. 
Commentary.—In this case the menorrhagia 
was probably due to the same cause at the se- 
-cond as at the first attack; but there were, in 
addition to the greater loss of blood, the miasm 
.and the lactation, depressing the nerves and im- 
poverishing the circulation. Nevertheless, this 
natural depletion, so spoliative and exhaustive, 
eventually restored the genital organs to their 
normal condition. A spontaneous cure, like 
the above, does, not infrequently, occur in ato- 
nia of the uterine vessels, when it is attended 
with metrorrhagia or menorrhagia, a suggestive 
hint as to the line of practice that might in this 
pathological condition, were it not signalized by 
hemorrhage, be rewarded by success. After a 
labor or an abortion, involution advances, fal- 
ters or stops, according as the lochia are free, 
- scanty or absent. When defective, a hemor- 
._ Thage before or at the return of menstruation 
may renew the process, and lead the way in the 
‘ taking down of the old uterus and the building 
‘up of the new. Should, however, the degenera- 
: tion and the renewal that takes place simulta- 
neously, come to a stand-still, the uterus being 
bulky, its tissues lax, its vessels turgid, and its 
: nerves torpid, it would, in very many instances, 
. seeing that the loss is a mere overflow from the 
engorged veins beneath the surface, and often 
fails to afford any relief, be necessary to bring 
in Art to the aid of Nature. A pause in the 
metrorrhagic or menorrhagic flow being a sign 
of a natural effort at involution which the con- 
: 8tant fullness of the erectile vessels prevents, it 
. stands to reason that an artificial diminution of 
this fullness would tend to reduce the venous 
stagnation, and excite contraction of the muscu- 
lar and elastic tissues. At the first menstrual 
interval, some little progress being made by 
thus aiding the inherent tendency to subvert 
morbid action, the next period will, provided 
the genital blood-vessels have gained in toni- 
city, be delayed to a later day, reduced to a less 
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amount, and otherwise brought nearer to the 
normal standard. At the second, those wonder. 
ful evolutions which effect the unique changes 
constituting involution will be forwarded stil] 
more, and eventually the entire metamorphosis 
"by which the old organ is replaced by the new 
will be silently and certainly brought to a happy 
issue. 

Case 4. Mrs. 8., aged about 32 years, who 
had borne four children at term, and, subse. 
quent to the last accouchment, that happened 
some three years since, had miscarried at the 
second or third month, sent for the writer Jan- 
uary, 1867. Her attendant, on discontinuing his 
visits several weeks before, said that nothing 
else in the way of medicine was advisable, ex- 
cept the wine tonics, and cod-liver oil, which she 
had hitherto taken. She is confined to her 
room, and greatly depressed in spirits by the 
thought that she is sinking into a decline, as 
had, indirectly, been hinted at by her physician. 
She is pale, thin, weak, and nervous, and has, 
several months past, had a troublesome cough, 
together with other chest symptoms. Her 
health was impaired at the time of the abortion, 
and subsequently lumbar pains, menstrual 
irregularities, and a leucorrhceal discharge 
showed themselves; but these disorders, since 
her thoughts were monopolized by the cough, 
excited little attention. No disease, aside from 
a bronchial irritation of slight importance, be 
ing discovered by auscultation and percussion, 
it was suggested that probably congestion of 
the womb had been induced by the abortion, 
and the cough by sympathy with the pelvic 
nerves. Should this suspicion prove true, she 
was assured that the lung-symptoms could only 
be reached and her health restored by the re 
moval of this congestion, the parent of all the 
other disorders. By a persistent reiteration 
of this argument each day, an examination was, 
after some delay and much hesitation, allowed, 
when the uterus was found large; the cervix 
round ; the os uteri red, open and discharging 
a clear albuminous secretion, and the vagina of 
a deepened color and covered with curdy flakes. 

The general treatment consisted of the means 
requisite to regulate the bowels, improve the 
digestion, enrich the blood and strengthen the 
nerves; and the local, of the use of the scarii- 
cator to deplete the uterine veins, and the 
nitrate of silver in solution to stimulate the 
Nabothian glands. The local treatment begs! 
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limited to four operations, the attendance be- 
ing terminated April 27th. The cure of the 
primary disease and its secondary phenomena 
was, as far as outward manifestations went, com- 
plete, and that appearances were not deceptive 
is abundantly shown by the subsequent history 
of the patient. She recovered her health, suf- 
fered no relapse, conceived in due time, bore a 
child at term, September 17th, 1868, met no 
accident in involution, menstruated normally, 
and continued well in every respect to the time 
of her removal from the city, October, 1870. 

Commentary.—The chief interest in this case 
centres in its nervous element, and the fact that 
the genitalia declared less pronounced symp- 
toms than other organs far removed from the seat 
of disease. The irritation reflected along the sym- 
pathetic cords, from the uterus to the stomach, 
liver, bowels, and lungs, so perverted digestion, 
assimilation and innervation, as to induce the 
symptoms of phthisis pulmonalis ; and yet the 
uterine nerves gave forth but dubious signs of 
disturbance. This masking of the local by the 
general symptoms is common enough, and often 
leads to a vast deal of ill-directed, fruitless 
medication, to the serious detriment of the pa- 
tient, and the no little chagrin of the physician. 
When, however, by appropriate treatment, the 
irritability of the uterus shall be allayed, and 
the monthly health restored, then, with or 
without the aid of drugs, the sympathetic system 
of nerves will recover their tone, and the sev- 
eral functions that constitute the sum of organic 
life be executed normally. A cure, when at- 
tained by thus acting in concert with fixed 
physiological laws, will be complete, and the 
health, when established by thus removing 
causes instead of symptoms, will be permanent, 
seeing that now each vital factor is reinstated 
in its due preponderance in the economy. 

Case 5. Mrs.G.,aged about thirty-six years, 
who had had three children and numerous mis- 
carriages, at a period varying from the second 
to the fourth month, commenced treatmefit 
April 7th, 1868. She is a gross, phlegmatic 
person, and though suffering the past eight 
years from, literally, “‘an issue of blood,” is 
still of a full habit of body. She is the sub- 
ject of a thousand ills of a neuralgic character, 
and is lacking in muscular force and mental 
energy. The chief complaints, however, the 
ones for which medical aid is now, and has 
hitherto been sought, are the frequent abortions 
and the excessive menstruations. The latter 
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are always so copious, clotted, and prolonged, 
and, at times, so signalized with tenesmetic 
paroxysmal pain, that she is unable to state 
positively how many conceptions have been 
lost. The number, it is thought, cannot be, at 
a moderate estimate, less than eight or nine. 
These more severe symptoms, whether due to a 
miscarriage, metrorrhagia, or menorrhagia, are, 
in the absence of the bloody flux, replaced by 
milder ones, lumbar weakness, iliac tenderness, 
pelvic weight, and a leucorrheeal discharge. 

Mrs. G. had, the last five years or more, been 
pretty steadily under medical surveillance, and 
had, on several occasions, been treated locally 
by a distinguished gynecologist, a distant rela- 
tive of hers, with reputed success, a success 
only rendered temporary, as thought, by the in- 
tervention of one of the frequently recurring 
abortions. The writer, who had, at the instance 
of the regular attendant, been occasionally 
called upon in an emergency to attend the pa- 
tient until his arrival, was, at the above date, 
requested by him to assume the sole charge of 
the case, as, living several miles distant, in a 
neighboring city, he found it impossible to 
spare the time consumed by so long a journey. 
Having a few days previous examined the 
uterus, diagnosed hypertrophy and induration, 
blistered the cervix at three points with a solu- 
tion of cantharidin, and made an application of 
glycerine, he left a note containing his views as 
to the nature of the disease, and the indications 
to be fulfilled. As, however, the patient had 
already undergone several courses of a treat- 
ment based on the like principles, with no 
real, positive advantage, and was then worse 
than at any previous period of her illness, it 
was deemed requisite by the writer, seeing that 
now the whole responsibility rested on his 
shoulders, to investigate the case de novo, and 
to manage it in accordance with his own ideas 
of uterine pathology, particularly as these had 
in his hands yielded far better results than 
were here apparent. 

A physical exploration by palpation, touch, 
and the speculum, elicited the following :—The 
uterus, movable in all directions, and holding 
its usual position, is equably enlarged to a moder- 
ate extent and is somewhat more sensitive than 
normal ; the cervix is full, rounded, dense, and 
elastic, and has varicose veins coursing here and 
there on its surface; the os uteri, little changed 
in size or form, is encircled by a red zone and 
filled with a clear, tenacious mucus; the labia 
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uteri are neither swollen nor everted, and the 
vagina presents a mahogany color and contains 
a mixed product, the secretion of the Naboth- 
ian glands, the debris of the epithelium and the 
serum transuded from distended capillaries. 

The patient heing under the impression that 
she had. hitherto, been submitted to each and 
every expedient at the command of the gynex- 
cic art, was incredulous as to the promises of 
relief from further trials of a treatment, which 
at the best, in her experience, was of tempo- 
rary benefit only. Although she had waived 
her objections under the stress of pain and 
hemorrhage, when positively assured by her 
family phy-ician that the general treatment 
could do her no good, but that the local would, 
if modified by late improvements, reach her 
case, yet she regained but a sorry confidence in 
uterine specialists, and was disposed to be hyper- 
critical of a procedure that had long since 
ceased to command her faith. As, however, the 
local abstraction of blood had never been tried, 
she became somewhat more assured and reli- 
ant, when the mode of its action and the uni- 
formity of its results were explained. 

The local treatment, which was restricted to 
the emp'oyment of the scarifieation and of the 
nitrate of silver in solution, extended from 
April 7th, to July 1xth. By these.means, the 
profuseness of the menses, the excitability of 
the nerves, the induration of the cervix, the 
duskiness of the vagina, and the supersecre- 
tion of the Nabothian glands were gradually, 
but continuously reduced, and, at last, were so 
decidedly mastered, that the cure was, to all 
appearances, almost, if not quite, attained. 
To test the matter and see in what manner the 
uterus would now, when undisturbed, execute 
its monthly evolutions, topical treatment was 
omitted until two periods had passed. The 
menstruation and the subsequent involution 
being effected normally on each occasion, as 
judged of by the symptoms, the cure-was sup- 
posed to be perfected. The fact was placed 
beyond doubt by an examination, September 
15th, when the attendance terminated. 

A few months after the above date, Mrs. G. 
again conceived. She went to term without 
accident, had a living child, made a good recov- 
ery, and experienced no return of her old dis- 
orders. That the recovery was as perfect as is 
ever secured in any disease whatsoever, is 
shown by the uterus regaining its capacity to 
carry the foetus to term, and, thereafter, to com- 
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plete involution and establish a normal men- 
struation. 

Commentary.—This case presents several 
points worthy of note; the enlargement, the 
induration, the hyperssthesia, the vaginitis, 
the leucorrheea, the miscarriages, and the men- 
orrhagia, against which, severally and collect- 
ively, a learned medical gentleman, one fully 
capable of bringing to bear on these various 
disorders all the resources of the gynecologists, 
had contended with the poorest measure of 
success. This being the case, it is pertinent to 
inquire whether his pathology, as well as of all 
others who adopt the terms metritis, endome- 
tritis, etc., etc., is not radically erroneous, and 
whether these seemingly individual diseases are 
not simply manifestations of one common mor- 
bid action, lying back of them all, that will, un- 


less removed, perpetuate them indefinitely. . 


This morbid action, it appeared on the examina- 
tion, was the constant excitement of the erectile 
vessels of the uterus, ovaries, and vagina, 8 
state like that present during the menstrual act, 
but unlike any other in the female economy. 
This is not one of inflammation, nor of conges- 
tion in the ordinary acceptation of that term, 
but one in which the nervous and vascular eéx- 
citement at the periods does not fully subside in 
the intervals. Hence, the irritability of the 
nerves, the activity of the arteries, and the full 
ness of the veins, continuing in a modified de 
gree during the month, a semi-erection is pres 
ent at all times, and induces, by its unnatural 
stimulus, the changes met with in the various 
phases of uterine disease. 

The treatment adopted in this case being 
based on a recognition of this deeper seated 
trouble, was, to the neglect of more superficial 
changes, directed exclusively to its removal 
In other words, the cause, and not its effects, 
was regarded, under the conviction that, unless 
this were obviated, no permanent impression 
would be made, however vigorous the onslaughts 
on the outposts of the enemy, and furthermore, 
that, should this cease to keep alive morbid 
action, the uterus would, by its inherent vitality, 
return to its original condition, the induration 
melting down and coming within the sphere of the 
absorbents, the involution proceeding and for 
bidding the constant repletion of the erectile 
vessels, and the menstrual excitement lessening 
and failing to find material for the hypertrophy 
and stimulus for the undue exfoliation of th 
corporeal mucous membrane. To this end the 
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loss of blood was designed to be just sufficient 
tounburden the venous canals of the uterus 
and blunt the irritability of its nervous fibrils. 
As the circulation of the inner cervix was over- 
active, and its sensibility over-acute, the use of 
the scarificator was supplemented by that of the 
nitrate of silver, in order to cut off the secon- 
dary source of irritation and restrain the secre- 
tion of the glands within proper ‘limits. That 
the practice was well grounded is made evident 
by the happy issue of this case, and that it 
merits more general appreciation is the uniform 
claim of very many other cases, hitherto pub- 
lished, treated on the same principles. 

Case 6. Mrs. T., wt. thirty-six years, came 
under my observation May 7th, 1874. She was 
eonfined at six, at eight, and at nine months. 
The first child was still-born, the second lived 
afew days, and the third died when three and 
ahalf years old. At its death, six years ago, 
she became greatly depressed and morbidly 
solicitous about the state of her womb, a matter 
which had, previous to the last pregnancy, 
claimed attention. At that time, though suffer- 
ing from no inconvenience, except a slight 
lumbar weakness, a moderate leuchorreeal flow, 
and an ine»nsiderable vaginal irritation, she 
consulted an eminent medical gentleman, who 
made two examinations. Conception now tak- 
ing place, the treatment was discontinued, and 
not resumed until some weeks after the child’s 
death. Meanwhile her health had been per- 
fect, save the trivial pelvic symptoms above 
named, which, returning during the period of 
lactation, excited no solicitude whilst her child 
was alive. Being apprehensive of the exist- 
ence of some serious female difficulty that 
Would be an effectual bar to impregnation, un- 
less removed by art, she again consulted her 
medical attendant. He made various local ap- 
plications that caused pain at the time, and 
eventually rendered her very much worse, Be- 
ing disheartened.after several months’ trial she 
abandoned treatment and went into the coun- 
tty for the summer, where she gradually re- 
gained her accustomed health. In the fall she 
placed herself under the care of another physi- 
cian, who made uterine disease a specialty. From 
his treatment, which was of nearly six months’ 
duration, and of a more energetic character than 
the one previously enforced, she became worse 
than before, and yet she was assured that the 
morbid condition which he aimed to remove was 
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the medical art, she abandoned treatment, and in 
despair succumbed to her ill fortune, whereupon 
she slowly regained her original status. 

A year since, true to her utero-monomania, 
she consulted still another specialist, who, after 
a preliminary trial of certain expedients, said it 
would be necessary, in order to reach the seat of 
the disease, to dilate the neck of the womb, and 
apply a wash directly to its cavity. Being, 
from past experience, doubtful of a too active in- 
terference, and fearful of possible disadvantage, 
she determined to change again, but now, as her 
funds had suffered from serious inroads, she was 
necessitated to seek relief as an out-patient of a 
hospital. Here, from the local abstraction of 
blood by an assistant physician, she was greatly 
benefited, so much so as to consider herself 
nearly well. At this juncture, the utero-sur- 
geon of the institution, investigating the case, 
informed her that it would be possible, seeing 
the marked progress attained, to effect a com- 
plete cure, provided she could be persuaded to 
become an in-patient, and submit to other and 
more radical measures. Her entire confidence 
being secured by the relief already attained, she 
readily assented, under the hope that conception 
might thus be rendered possible, and February 
last entered the hospital, where she remained 
until three weeks since. The first operation 
was the dilatation of the cervical canal, the 
second the rasping of the corporeal mucous 
membrane by the curette, the third, fourth and 
fifth, the application of fuming nitric acid to the 
uterine cavity. The day after the last applica- 
tion an abscess broke into and discharged itself 
by both the vagina and rectum. This lessened 
the fever, pain and local distress, that began 
with the tent, increased with the curette, and 
culminated with the acid. At the last operation 
she was encouraged by the assurance that the 
object aimed at was attained, the hypertrophy 
even being melted down, as shown by the depth 
of the uterine cavity being reduced from three 
and a half to two and a half inches, but in- 
formed that, to complete the work and render 
the cure permanent, it would be necessary to 
amputate the cervix, which, by its length and 
bulk, could not fail to reinduce the original dis- 
ease. The patient, prostrated by the flooding 
following and the suffering attending the dilat- 
ing, scraping and burning processes, and the 
nerve-shock communicated by the inflammation 
and suppuration of the pelvic cellular tissue, 





tapidly giving way. Losing all confidence in 





became wild and uncontrollable, and availing 











326 Communications. [Vol. xxxi, 


herself of a favorable opportunity escaped from 
the hospital and fled to her home. Here the 
assistant physician found her, paid her a few 
visits, pronounced her a hopeless lunatic, and 
committed her in legal form to an insane asylum. 
Her husband observing an amelioration of the 
symptoms, delayed the use of the papers from 
day to day, and at length, by her entreaty, sent 
for the writer. At this time she seemed tolera- 
bly rational, enough so to give a connected 
history of her case; but still she thought that 
every one, her husband and sister included, was 
plotting to do her some bodily harm, by secretly 
putting poison in her food, or forcibly taking 
her to the asylum. 

She is thin, pale and weak, has a wild, fur- 
tive eye, acts in a nervous, suspicious manner, 
passes wakeful, restless nights, refuses food, and 
suffers from obstinate constipation. The local 
symptoms are unimportant aside from a dark 
and bloody serous discharge, which has a putrid 
odor, and causes burning and scalding in the 
vagina. It would seem as though all the minor 
evils peculiar to uterine disorder had been 
swallowed up in the major one reflected to the 
brain. 

The stomach and bowels were corrected by a 
laxative, the nervousness and sleeplessness as- 
suaged by pills of hyoscyamus and camphor, 
and the appetite and strength encouraged by a 
vegetable and ferruginous tonic. By these and 
moral means, it was hoped that some impression 
would be made on the mental aberrations, 
which were supposed to take their rise in the 
genital nerves, and that, should the next men- 
struation, now nearly due, appear and deplete 
the surcharged erectile vessels, this impression 
would afford such relief as to offer a chance for 
treatment. 

May 15th. The menses, scanty, thin, muddy, 
short in duration and foul from dissolved blood, 
having now been passed some two days, an ex- 
amination was made, with the following result: 
The vagina has a dry and purplish look, from 
the lack of secretion and fullness of the veins ; 
the cervix is large, round, dense, elastic and 
sensitive, lies far back in the pelvis, and points 
to the middle of the sacrum ; the uterus is re- 
stricted in its movements, enlarged by two and 
a half times, and thrown downward and for- 
ward on the bladder; the fundus rises just 
above the superior edge of the pubic bones ; the 
cervix presents a pale, polished, glistening ap- 
pearance ; and the os uteri, round and open, is 





not abraded, not occupied by a secretion. The 
womb, easily traced by the finger on its ante. 
rior face, and greatly elongated, particularly in 
the super-vaginal portion of the cervix, feels 
like a cylindrical body having a nearly uniform 
diameter. On puncturing the cervix and scari- 
fying the labia, their tissues were found to be 
hard and resisting, a state of actual induration, 
and to cut like a raw potato, very much as 
when they are the seat of malignant deposit. 

The condition above described seemed one 
in which the uterus, its cervical portion more 
especially, had become enlarged and indurated, 
and the pelvic areolar tissue inflamed and the 
seat of an abscess, by means of the direct and 
persistent violence inflicted. That the local 
changes, as also the distant disorders of the 
brain, were chargeable to the curette and acid, 
and not to natural causes, appeared to the 
writer highly probable, inasmuch as he had 
not been accustomed to meet with such as these 
under ordinary conditions. The extremities of 
the uterine nerves were first irritated by abra- 
sion and erosion, and then their fibres became 
imprisoned in hard, callous tissues, and stimu- 
lated by an increased flow of blood to the erec 
tile vessels. 

A few days subsequent to the examination 
the patient became so refractory and unmanage- 
ble that it was necessary to commit her to the 
asylum. There, at first, the attendants were 
obliged, on several occasions, to resort to the 
straight jacket, but of late she has been pass- 
ive and melancholic, taking no interest in the 
past or the present. 

Commentary.—This patient was treated ener- 
getically, from first to last, on the principles 
advocated, and by the agents employed, by the 
leading gynecologists of the day. This same 
treatment is now being carried out, under the 
leadership of these high authorities, on hur 
dreds of women in all parts of the civilized 
world ; and yet the writer must, if he may be 
allowed to express his real convictions, protest 
most emphatically against this whole scheme of 
uterine surgery, as false in theory, and unreli- 
able in practice. If the dilatation of the inner 
cervix by a tent and the washing out of the 
uterine cavity by a mild fluid has, in several 
instances, induced fatal symptoms, what may be 
expected from the rasping down, and the burr 
ing away of the mucous membrane. Many 
cases escaping serious harm, and some receiving 
apparent benefit, prove but little either w#y; 
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jnasmuch as to form a sound and just opinion 
permanent results should alone be regarded. 
Moreover, the question should be seriously 
mooted whether or not simpler and safer means 
would be equally efficacious. The cautious and 
humane physician, at least, will look to it, be- 
. fore venturing on debatable ground, and attack- 
ing disease with hazardous weapons, that all 
gentler expedients have been tried in vain. 


STRANGULATED HERNIA REDUCED BY 
FORCING AIR INTO THE 
INTESTINES. 


BY DR. M. PERL, 
Of Houston, Texas. 


I was called, on September 20th, at 11 Pp. m., 
to see A. R., eet 51, machinist, who had been 
suffering for four days with strangulated ingui- 
nal hernia, left side. He had been on a big 
spree, as his room-mate told me, and had lost 
his truss; pulse very feeble, 120; tongue thick 
brown coating, very dry; vomits everything he 
takes. 

After trying for six hours to reduce the 
hernia, without success, using enemas with 
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tobacco infusion, and everything I could think 
of, I went after my instruments, and made all 
necessary preparations for the operation, only 
waiting the return of a messenger with some 
chloroform, when it occurred to me to force air 
into the intestines through the anus. 

In my bag I had a Richardson’s apparatus 
for local anesthesia, to the bellows of which I 
attached a small tube, inserted it in the anus 
and commenced to force in air. The lower part 
of the bowels soon distended, and after twenty 
minutes of constant working of the bellows, the 
patient became uneasy. I withdrew the tube, 
which was followed by some flatus. I then 
laid the patient on an inclined plane, lower ex- 
tremities higher than the trunk, which I have 
used before also, and tried the taxis again, 
when, to my great satisfaction, and the patient’s 
delight, a quantity of gases escaped and the 
hernia was instantly reduced. 

I then ordered an enema with soap and oil, 
which produced a copious discharge ; the first 
in five days. The pulse soon went down to 90, 
he drank a cup of coffee, which he retained ; is 
at work now, and will take care not to lose his 
truss again. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





PERISCOPE. 


Hypodermic Injection of Ergot in Post-Partum 
Hemorrhage. 

Dr. P. C. Williams, of Baltimore, recent- 
ly read a paper on this subject, before the 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, 
from which we extract as follows :— 

I hazard nothing in saying that violent post- 
partum hemorrhage is one of the most serious 
accidents that come under the care of the physi- 
tian. Anything, therefore, that suggests addi- 
tional means of relief in this alarming complica- 
tion deserves careful consideration. The known 
effects of — in promoting uterine contraction 
long since determined me to try its hypodermic 
use whenever I was called upon to treat post- 
partum hemorrhage. 

The first opportunity that presented itself 
was in the case of Mrs. R., a young woman in 
fine physique, in good health, and who had no 
untoward symptoms during her pregnancy. 
Mrs. R. was confined with her first child in 
October, 1873. She had a long, exhausting 
labor, during which I gave four or five drachm 





doses of fluid extract of ergot, with very little 
effect. After the head had remained for some 
time in the cavity of the pelvis without apparent 
rogress, I determined to apply the forceps. 
hloroform was administered, and the child was 
extracted without difficulty. 

The placenta was expelled in due time, and 
everything progressed satisfactorily, until sud- 
denly, without appreciable cause, the uterus be- 
came completely relaxed, and produced a pro- 
fuse hemorrhage, which exhausted the patient 
with great rapidity. After using the customary 
remedies, such as pressure, insertion of the hand 
into uterus, ice externally, and ice in the uterus, 
etc., without the slightest effect, I injected half 
a drachm of fluid extract of ergot in the inside 
of the left thigh. Immediately I again thrust 
my hand into the uterus, and my anxiety was 
salioved by discovering that the uterus was be- 
ginning to contract vigorously, and it promptly 
expelled my hand from its cavity. 

he contraction remained firm, and the 
hemorrhage was completely stopped. The con- 
valescence of this patient was rapid and satis- 
factory. 

The second case to which I call attention is 
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that of a lady about thirty-five years of age, of 
medium height, frail figure, and rather con- 
tracted pelvis. She has been married ten years. 
Prior to the confinement in question, she had 
but one child, which was born with extreme 
difficulty, about eight years ago. During her 
recent pregnancy, her general health was good. 
Towards the latter portion of her pregnancy 
she suffered very much from pain in the right 
hypochondriac region, which was very violent 
up to the time of her confinement, and totally 
forbade her lying on the left side. Her labor 
was long and severe. During the last few hours 
of it, I kept her more or less under the influence 
of chloroform, and occasionally gave ergot to 
prevent the chloroform diminishing the activity 
of the-pains. No progress being made, I ap- 
plied the forceps and delivered the child. After 
waiting a short time for the expulsion of the 
placenta, I endeavored to remove it by traction 
upon the cord, which unfortunately broke. Ex- 
amination then revealed that the placenta was 
adherent over its entire surface. I again ad- 
ministered chloroform, and after prolonged and 
tedious effort, succeeded in detaching the pla- 
centa. The uterus contracted well. 

I went across the room to superintend an in- 
efficient nurse, but in a little while was recalled 
to the bedside of the patient by a gush of blood 
which was distinctly audible. The flooding was 
alarmingly copious. 

Remembering my experience in the former 
case, I immediately injected half a drachm of the 
fluid extract of ergot on the inside of the thigh. 

The flooding was promptly arrested, and did 
not return. My patient was prostrated to such 
a degree, however, that for several hours she 
could not make the slightest movement without 
producing serious attacks of syncope. 

This condition was relieved by a few hypo- 
dermic injections of brandy. 

This patient improved rapidly, and was soon 
restored to her usual health. 

Other cases are given, with equally satisfac- 
tory results. 





Stammering. 


Our foreign exchanges report that the treat- 
ment of this defect is now carried on with much 
success in France, by M. Chervin. His method 
has been the subject of a favorable report to 
the Academy of Medicine, in which we find a 
sketch of the system. The training begins by 
a respiratory practice, in which the patient 
learns to steady his voice whilst regulating the 
respiratory rhythm. Then follows the practice 
of vowels, which, in fact, constitutes the gym- 
nastics of articular phonation. Lastly comes 
the demonstration of the functions which the 
tongue and lips have to a. and of the 
shape which the mouth should assume in the 
pronunciation of each letter of the alphabet. 
This concludes the initiatury practice. A fter- 
wards we have the combination of letters, vow- 
els, and consonants in the different and respect- 
ive_ positions which they may occupy; and 
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finally, words and periods, with the intonation 
and expression which they require. The whole 
consists in gymnastically educating the organs 
of speech, the excellent results being due not 
so much to actual muscular work as to the pre. 
cision with which the practice is carried out, 
The success depends on an effort of the will on 
the part of the patient to reproduce with the 
utmost precision a particular movement. The 
will of the teacher must take the place of the 
patient’s will, as the latter is unable to regulate 
the movements dictated by it. 

M. Chervin justly remarks that stammering 
is a kind of chorea of the muscles of respira- 
tion and phonation. ‘I'o remedy this he advises 
slow and measured gymnastic exercises of 
respiration, this being the first part of the 
treatment. It is shown above that he combats 
the unruly movements of the tungue and lips 
by subjecting these organs to muscular exercise, 
This method seems thus perfectly rational, and 
the Government has been advised by the 
Academy of Medicine to give M. Chervin pecu- 
niary support. 





The Dispersion of Tumors by Puncture. 


Dr. Cameron, in The Lancet, observes that 
those familiar with the East are aware that, 
from time immemorial, the native hakims 
have been accustomed to attempt to -_ 
about the absorption of the enlargements 
liver and spleen, so common in hot mala 
rious countries, by the use of puncture with 
long sharp stilets of considerable thickness. 
Twining, in his work “‘On the Diseases of Ben- 
gal,” mentions the practice. Dr. Cameron 
states that he has never followed it for the pur- 
pose of procuring dispersions of such enlar, 
ments, but that he has frequently seen those of the 
liver disappear rapidly after repeated plunges of 
an ordinary hydrocele trocar, when seeking un- 
successfully for suspected abscess, and he never 
found in any instance inflammatory or any other 
bad symptoms produced by such operations, 
strange as it may — to those unaccustomed 
to perform them. hat he wishes particularly 
to draw attention to is, that other enlargements 
besides those of the liver and spleen may be 
made to disappear by puncture. Nothing is 
more tedious than those chronic glandular 
swellings which, in strumous subjects, often, 
in hot countries, follow upon trifling causes, such 
as angry mosquito bites, riding a rough buck- 
ing horse, over-exertion, or a strain in cricket 
ing, and so furth. He states that he has known 
an officer laid up for many months and ulti- 
mately invalided, with a large mass of indura 
ted enlarged glands occupying the whole in- 
guinal region, and resisting all the recognised 
routine of treatment. Accident showed him 
that deep puncture of such masses with a com- 
mon lancet held at right angles to the swelling, 
and pushed down to its bottom, will often cause 
absorption to set in and proceed rapidly. The 
first case in which this occurred to him was 
one of a mercantile gentleman, disabled by § 
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mass of swollen inguinal glands, almost as hard 
asa board, and resisting all treatment. This 
patient’s loss of time at the office was a ver 
serious matter to him, and, influenced by his 
despairing impatience, Dr. Cameron plunged a 
lancet perpendicularly into the mass as far as it 
would reach. The point came out tinged with 
matter, and hard pressure brought up a little 
cheesy, ill-formed pus, but no discharge what- 
ever followed, and absorption set in and pro- 
ceeded rapidly. This and several other cases 
which he mentions have led him to think that 
this mode of puncture might be found to bring 
about the dispersion of such growths as fibrous 
tumors of the uterus; and reasoning from the 
non-supervention of evil symptoms after re- 
peated and deep puncture of the liver with a 
trocar, he sees no ground for fearing to punc- 
ture with a small stilet such a fibrous uterine 
tumor as is often plainly to be felt through the 
abdominal parietes, and he thinks _ 
through them less likely to be followed by evil 
consequences than puncture per vaginam, owing 
to the exclusion of air. 


Theory of Scurvy. 


The Paris correspondent of the Medical Times 
and Gazette, London, gives M. Villemin’s new 
theory of scorbutus. That writer thinks the 
very abundance of causes that have been as- 
signed, ¢.g., cold, humidity, salt food, privation 
of vegetables, etc., proves that the real one has 
not been found. Many of these are quite 
secondary in their influence, and can at most be 
considered as accessory. These causes can 
never explain the epidemic visitations on record, 
and the long periods which have ensued with- 
out any recurrence of these. The influence of 
fresh vegetables also in arresting epidemics has 
been erroneously assumed, while the real ameli- 
orating agency, the passage from within the 
epidemic circle (foyer), has been overlooked. 

he disease is essentially epidemic or endemo- 
epidemic, and is never met with in the sporadic 
condition. It is a miasmatic and infectious dis- 
ease, having its habitat especially on the shores 
of the North Sea and the Baltic. Of the same 
nature as cholera or typhus, it may be as easily 
developed on land as at sea, appearing among 
great agglomerations of persons, whether in 
camps or in prisons, and prevailing over large 
tracts of country in the most opposite hygienic 
conditions. While admitting that scorbutus is 
due to a specific miasmatic principle, we must 
recognize that there are various adjuvatory 
causes which exert their influence on its pro- 
duction and extension, such, namely, those 
which have been erroneously considered as the 
Serr causes. Speaking of the great resem- 

lances between typhus and scorbutus, and 
in relation to their etiological ana- 
Villemin observes, ‘ It is remarkable 


especiall 
logies, M. 
how often we meet with scorbutus associated 
with typhus under a crowd of circumstances ; 
and the frequent simultaneousness of these two 
scourges leads to the supposition that they 


Periscope. 





329 


originate under similar conditions. In fact, 
vessels, bagnios, prisons, camps, besieged vil- 
lages, barracks, hospitals, etc., are their domi- 
ciles in common ; war, famine, poverty, misery, 
are their generators ; and populations that are 
agglomerated, hemmed in, and deteriorated by 
disease, fatigue, and privations, are their vic- 
tims.” : 


Gluteal Aneurism. 

In his lectures this year, at the Royal College 
of Surgeons, quoted in The Doctor, Mr. Timo- 
thy Holmes thus summed up the conclusions to 
which present experience seems to him to point 
in the treatment of gluteal aneurism :— 

1. Gluteal aneurisms, both traumatic and 
spontaneous, are very favorably circumstanced 
for the treatment by either rapid or gradual 
compression, applied to the aorta or common 
iliac. 

2. If this treatment does not succeed by itself, 
it may be supplemented by coagulating injec- 
tion or galvano-puncture, performed while the 
patient is narcotized and-the circulation com- 
manded. 

3. When such treatment fails, and particu- 
larly in aneurisms with imperfect or ruptured 
sac, where it is not indicated, the internal iliac 
must be tied when the surgeon thinks that he 
cannot find the artery outside the pelvis. But 
when the artery is accessible, the old operation, 
or the operation of Anel, should be practiced, 
according to the size and extent of the tumor. 

4. The ligature of the internal iliac artery is 
liable to failure in cases of spontaneous aneu- 
rism, from a diseased condition of the coats of 
the artery, and should always be avoided when 
other means of treatment are available. 


Treatment of Malignant Pustule. 


The Paris correspondent of the Irish Hospital 
Gazette states that at a meeting, lately, of the 
Academy of Sciences, M. Bouley presented a 
memoir by M. Cézard, on what he terms the 
anti-virulent method of treating charbon, or ma- 
lignant pustule, basing his theory on the experi- 
ments performed some short time ago by M. 
Davaine, illustrating the anti-virulent properties 
of certain chemical agents. According to the 
author of this paper, iodine is considered the 
best antidote against the poison or virus of 
charbon, or malignant pustule. He states that 
a dose of one-twelfth of a milligramme of 
iodine is sufficient to destroy the virulence of 
the fluid of malignant pustule, that is to say, 
when mixed in a test tube ; but that it will take 
much less to prevent or even destroy the viru- 
lence of this terrible affection when the drug is 
introduced into the organism. M. Cézard in- 
forms us that an animal can support, without 
any inconvenience, the introduction in the 
blood, at one and the same time, of a quantity 
of iodine amounting in weight to more than 
one-five-thousandth part of the entire mass of 
blood, that is to say, more than is sufficient to 
destroy instantaneously the virulence of malig- 
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nant pustule, when this latter exists, and to pre- 
vent its development, when once the virus is 
introduced into the organism. Iodine, whether 
administered by the digestive tube or by hypo- 
dermic injections, is absorbed in substance, and 
reserves its special properties even in the blood. 
. Cézard advises that the drug be administered 
in the form of iodide of iodine, that is, in the 
proportion of one part of iodine to two of the 
iodide of potassium, which renders it more solu- 
ble in water and mitigates its irritating proper- 
ties. This method of treatment, he continued, 
is very efficacious, not only against the true ma- 
lignant pustule when it has attained the stage 
characterized by oedema, but also before it 
reaches that period, and even against the symp- 
tomatic fever of malignant pustule. M. Cézard 
also employs iodine locally in this affection, in 
the form of subcutaneous injections of a solu- 
tion in the proportion of one-five-hundredth, 
and in the form of lotions, in the proportion of 
one-hundredth of the iodide of iodine. If there 
be a slough this should be previously excised, 
in order to facilitate the action of the drug, 





The Cause of Erysipelas. 


From a review in the Lancet it appears that 
this subject has recently been taken up by Dr. 
W. Lukomsky, of Kiew, who states that in 
April of this year Professor Recklinghausen, 
after examining several cases of intense ery- 
sipelas with negative results, observed in two 
cases the lymphatics and serous canals of the 
skin to be filled with micrococci, and handed 
them over to Dr. Lukomsky for further investi- 
ation. These, with several other cases which 
ell under Dr. Lukomsky’s care, form the sub- 
ect of a paper which has just appeared in 
irchow’s Archiv. Microscopical examination 
showed, first, that when the erysipelatous pro- 
cesg was recent and in progress, micrococci were 
=—_ found in the lymphatics and serous 
canals; secondly, that when the erysipelatous 
inflammation was in the retrogressive stage no 
micrococci were present, even when the inflam- 
mation was acute, except in the subcutanedus 
connective tissue, which, in two, at least, of his 
cases, was crowded with micrococci, notwith- 
—s the disease had been present for several 

ays. 

he results of the microscopical examination 
of these cases naturally led Dr. Lukomsky to 
try whether erysipelas could be communicated 
to, or induced in, animals by the subcutaneous 
injection of fluids containing or free from 
bacteria; and, secondly, whether any similar 
process could be lighted up by the application 
of similar fluids to open sores; the difference 
between the two cases, of course, being that in 
the one case the fluid containing fungus spores 
was forcibly injected into the tissues, whilst in 
the other case they could only be absorbed 
gradually from the surface. The experiments 
were all made on rabbits. The fluids injected 
were water in which muscles of frogs had been 
allowed to putrefy, the fluid from a strumous 
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abscess decomposed by exposure to air, and 
pericardial fluid in the same condition. Exani- 
nations of the part were made both during the 
life of the animal and after its death. 

The conclusions at which he arrived, from 
the experiments in which the above fluids were 
subcutaneously injected were: first, that the 
statements made by various authors that fluids 
holding spores of fungi in suspension, when 
subcutaneously injected, produce violent phleg- 
monous inflammation of the subcutaneous tissue, 
and toa marked extent of the cutis also, are 
correct ; next, that the micrococci very greatly 
increase in the tissues, and become widely bn 
tributed through the lymph canalicular sy 
and lymphatics ; thirdly, that this inflammatory 
or can be induced by a fluid containing 
ungal spores, but in which no trace of putre- 
faction or decomposition is perceptible, and even 
by fluid from a living ifdividual, granting that 
the presence of spores is not a proof of the 
existence of putrefaction; fourthly, that the 
fluids of dead animals not containing micrococei 
and bacteria only cause local inflammation, 
which has no tendency to spread; and lastly, 
that the contents of erysipelatous vesicles, free 
from fungi, injected calantemnenties do not 
usually produce any morbid phenomena. 

In the second series of experiments with 
open wounds, Dr. Lukomsky finds that fungus- 
holding fluids cause violent local inflammation, 
which quickly extends to the adjoining skin, 
producing a condition not distinguishable from 
erysipelas as it appears in man. 





Hypodermic Use of Chloral. 


The following case is given in the British 
Medical Journal, by Dr. John Brickwell — 

M. P., wife of a farmer, aged sixty-six, hav- 
ing gone to bed the pon night quite as well 
as usual, awoke at 5 a. m., August 26th, with 
violent pain. in the bowels, followed immedi- 
ately by a copious loose evacuation and vomit- 
ing. At 9°30 a. m. I found her in bed, appar 
ently unconscious, with a sunken dusky coun- 
tenance and cold surface; a yy 96° in 
the axilla; pulse feeble, 90. She had pas 
frequent rice-water stools, and vomited similar 
matter. She had great pain in her abdomen, 
and agonizing cramps in her legs. At 10 4. u. 
I injected ten grains of chloral, dissolved in one 
hundred minims of water, under the skin of 
her arms and legs; applied hot bottles to her 
sides and feet, and pe ame her to drink only 
cold water. She had no urgent thirst, and her 
voice was weak but not whispering. The effect 
of the injection was almost immediate. In ten 
minutes the vomiting ceased, and the cramps 
became quite bearable, and soon the patient ¢x- 
pressed herself as greatly relieved. At 114.™ 
the cramps were less severe; she had no vomit 
ing; still passed rice-water stools under her; 
temperature 96°; pulse feeble, 90. She 
passed no urine since 5 a. mu. At 1p. m. the 
cramps were diminishing ; she had no vomiting, 
but continued to pass colorless watery stodls; 
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temperature 973°; pulse fuller. She was or- 
dered to take some cold brandy and water, 
which she vomited. At 6 Pp. m. she had no 
cramp, and had passed some urine under her. 
The purging was less; temperature 97°. She 
was ordered to take five minims of tincture of 

ium and ten minims of chloroform in half an 
ounce ‘of water every hour, At 10 Pp. m. the 
temperature was normal, and the skin moist. 
There was no purging ; and from this time she 
made an uninterrupted recovery. A slight 
redness and tenderness at the site of one of 
the punctures was the only inconvenience which 
arose from thie injection. 





Eczema and Asthma in Children. 

At a meeting of the Medico-chirurgical society 
of Edinburgh, Dr. Stephenson read a paper on 
the eczematous eruptions and eczematous asthma 
in children. While drawing the attention of 
the profession to the association of asthma with 
infantile eczema, the author takes the oppor- 
tunity of dissenting from the nomenclature re- 
garding eczematous eruptions in children, 
which is being introduced by recent writers who 
follow Hebra in his classification. He prefers 
the old names of porrigo larvalis, eczema, and 
impetigo, as conveying ideas not limited to mere 
external characters. While, as viewed by der- 
matologists, they belong to the eczemata, they 
nevertheless should be regarded as clinically 
distinct affections. 

The influence of age or development in 
determining their origin and course cannot be 
overlooked. Each has its distinct period. Porrigo 
and eczema frequently affect several members of 
a family, but not indiscriminately ; the two are 
not to be met with in the same family. 

The natural history of each affection, apart 
from mere external characters, was sketched. 
Eczema proper, the author believes, is dependent 
upon developmental conditions, and in this 
relationship we have a satisfactory explanation 
of its varying phenomena, its obstinacy under 
treatment in the earlier — and its tendency 
to spontaneous cure when the developmental 
conditions change. The natural limit the 
author places in the sixth year. 

The association of asthma with eczema is 
mentioned by Dr. West, the only writer who 
specially refers to it. Two cases which came 
under the author’s notice are recorded. In one 
the attacks were distinctly associated with de- 
Tangement of digestion. Under regulation of 
diet and iodide of potassium, the attacks have 
greatly diminished. 





Face-Injury, with Amaurosis. 

Dr. John W. Martin reports the following 
case in the Medical Press and Circular :— 

Michael Wall, xt. sixty, a laborer, in the 
course of a dispute with his son-in-law, received 
& blow from a stone, which inflicted a severe 
lacerated wound, involving the upper eyelid on 
the right side, and the Hor, ex ‘of the nose, also 
the fractures already enumerated. 
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On the 24th of February, 1874, the wound 
being nearly healed, he presented himself, com- 
plaining of severe pain in the orbit and temple, 
right side, complete loss of sight and ee 
tion, the tears es over the cheek. There 
were no symptoms of external inflammation. 
The inner canthus of the eye was displaced 
downward and outward. Examination with 
the ophthalmoscope revealed well-marked con- 

estion of the retina as compared with that of 
the unaffected eye. Motions of both eyes nor- 
mal. Bowels acting. General health good. 


Rk. Solution hyd. bichloridi, 3j 
(Strength, gr. i, to 3i,) 
Tr. aurantii ad, 3ij. M. 


One teaspoonful to be taken three times a day 
in a little water, after meals. 

Applied strong tinct. of iodine to the temple. 

Feilsy, 26th. Headache diminished ; sight 
returning; objects seen indistinctly; when 
looking straight before him is unable to see 
anything placed above the level of his eye. 
Retinal congestion diminished. 

February 28th. Range of vision increased ; 
objects seen more distinctly. Lachrymation and 
headache diminished. , 

March 4th. Treatment altered to biniodide 
of mercury.in mixture. Improving. 

March 12th. Ordered mist. potass. iodidi o. 
cinchona. Subsequent history one of steady 
gues and recovery of sight. 

he points of interest are the complete amau- 
rosis dependent on retinal congestion, and the 
rapid and steady improvement when placed, 
under mercurial treatment. 





Treatment of Retracted Nipple. 


A translation in the London Medical Record, 
of an article by Prof. Kehrer, of Giessen, 
states that in some cases, where the nipple is 
either entirely or nearly under the level of the 
areola, it can be so brought into prominence by 
the vigorous action of the child that the latter 
is able to extract the milk ; but there are others 
in which the retraction is more marked, and 
which one might aptly term cases of mammilla 
circumvallata, when it is impossible for the 
child to seize the nipple without surgical inter- 
ference. In these we have a crater-like cavity 
surrounded by a wall, in which the short nipple 
lies concealed at a depth of a centimétre and a 
half, and from which the strongest efforts of the 
child are insufficient to draw it. Sometimes 
the opening into this cavity is so narrow that 
the nipple could not be drawn out of it even if 
the child were strong enough, and to this is 
added the swelling of the parts by the mechani- 
cal irritation of the fruitless sucking of the 
child. 

By a simple plastic operation, consisting of 
the éxcision of the ring surrounding the ni 

le, the mammilla circumvallata may readily 
e converted into a mammilla prominens, aided 
by artificial exhaustion of the breast. For this 
purpose two incisions are made, the upper cor- 
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responding to the edge of the cavity and unit- 
ing at an acute inal with the lower, at each 
side, at the lateral and median margin of the 
arevla. The skin and subjacent tissue are then 
raised in a direction towards the nipple, care 
being taken to avoid the milk-ducts, until the 
mammilla is isolated all round. The edge of 
the skin-flap thus raised is then to be removed 
for one or two millimetres in breadth, the 
hemorrhage being controlled by cold sponging. 
and the opposing edges of the wound brought 
together. In order to avoid tensivn, it may be 
advisable to undercut the outer edge of the 
wound. The wound, when closed, is somewhat 
oblique, and encloses the nipple, as in a circle. 
Its after-treatment demands nothing special. 
After it has healed, the nipple will be found to 
be on a level with the surrounding skin, or even 
to be somewhat prominent, and this improve- 
ment may be increased by the use of exhaust- 
ing glasses. 


The Internal Administration of Absolute 
Alcohol. 


Mr. John ©. Lucas, L. R. c. 8. E., writes to 
the London Medical Times and Gazette :— 

The internal use of alcohol in the anhydrous 
form, or as rectified spirit, has hitherto been 
unknown in therapeutical literature. Rectified 
spirit, as we are aware, contains eighty-four 
per cent. of absolute or anhydrous alcohol ; it 
enters into the preparation of most of our tinc- 
tures, and is largely employed for external pur- 
poses. But when given internally in properly 
~ regulated doses, it should always be a di- 
luted, and properly disguised with peppermint, 
and perhaps colored with tincture of lavender, 
not only to conceal its disagreeable taste, but 
likewise to prevent the patient from knowing 
that he or she is taking alcohol, the dose being 
adjusted in accordance with the demand of each 
individual case. The advantages gained in this 
mode of exhibition are great over ordering 
brandy, etc., as a portion of nourishment, in 
cases where we have hitherto employed the 
latter for virtues poxsessed by the former, with- 
out the evils and uncertainty attending the 
usual mode of administering alcoholic stimu- 
lants. 1 shall briefly state the objections to or- 
dering brandy, gin, etc. 

First and furemost, the quality of the braniy 
etc., plays the most important part, especially 
as it is our main object to regulate the quantity 
of alcohol taken by our patient, not to speak of 
the impurities and adulterations, so that if we 
prescribe it in the form mentioned above we are 
positive as to the quantity, and that our patient 
does not have the noxious ingredients contained 
in bad brandy, gin, etc.; the former, when good, 
ought to contain a little more than half its 
weight of alcohol. Secondly, when it is dis- 
pensed and labeled in the ordinary way, as 
medicine, the friends of the patient, and nurses, 
are more likely to give it at specified and regu- 
lar intervals, as desired by the practitioner, than 
if brandy, etc., were ordered in the form of 
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nourishment Thirdly, the patient, if gop. 
scious, takes medicine more readily than fuod, 
Fourthly, and lastly, we know that in lowen 
class patients the friends who nurse the sick 
are too often tempted to help themselves out of 
the stock which ought to be consumed by the 
patient. Unfortunately, this evil we someti 
though rarely, witness in hospital practice, 
where the nurse, addicted to drink, robs the 
sick of the important alcoholic portion of nour. 
ishment. Of course this is neither expected nor 
seen in tolerably good-class practice, nor in 
well-governed institutions. 

In the few cases in which I have adopted this 
method (originally inculcated by Prof. Parkes, 
of Netley), I have found every good derived, 
The stimulating effect, when desired, seemed to 
me to be more marked, more rapid, and more 
lasting than when an equivalent of brandy 
(good) was allowed. If we watch the patient 
after he has taken three drachms of absolute 
alcohol, an amount equivalent to six drachms 
of brandy, we notice almost immediately the 
pulse becoming fuller and stronger, and the 
limbs, which may have been previously cold, 
become warmer. The patients themselves have 
told me that they felt revived almost immedi- 
ately after swallowing it. But given in larger 
doses (even two drachms) in debilitated and 
cachectic subjects, it produces a pulsating sense 
tion in the limbs, felt by the patient himself. 


On Milk Fever, So-called. 


The Irish Hospital Gazette says that in one of 
a series of elaborate articles on the phenomena 
accompanying the secretion of the milk, latel 
published by Dr. G. Chantreuil (Archiv. 
Yocologie, August, 1874), the author investigates 
the amount of the rise of temperature which or- 
dinarily accompanies the establishment of this 
secretion. In taking the temperature, the ther 
mometer was placed in the axilla, and left there 
for a quarter of an hour. 

In cases where the patients were under the 
infiuence of violent emotions, a considerable rise 
in the pulse was often observed without a cor 
responding rise of temperature, or in other 
words, there was no fixed proportion betweer 
the quickness of the pulse and the temperature. 
The first question that the author investigates, 
is with the object of obtaining the true normal 
temperature. He therefore takes the mean of 
the normal temperature as given by Coe 
(100°.04), Frélich and Lichtenfels (98°.42), 
Wunderlich (98°.6), and concludes that 100°.22 
is the superior limit of normal temperature. The 
daily variations of temperature found in puer 
peral woman are not greater than those ob- 
served in healthy adults, but their actual ten 
perature is somewhat higher, ranging from 
y8°.¥6 to 100°.76. He then proceeds to 
the puerperal state into three F peng: the first 
being from the first to the third day, the second 
from the third to the fifth day, and the thirl 
from that on. Next he takes the eo tem- 
perature in each of these periods, and compare 
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them, disregarding, however, the rise of tem- 

rature which follows immediately on apne 
Fie hopes thus to determine if there is rea 
any rise of temperature during the second Pans | 
corresponding to the time at which the lacteal 
secretion is usually established, which cannot 
fairly be set down to some pathological change. 
The number of cases given is fifty, and these 
are subdivided according as the rise in tempera- 
ture has been greater or less than 1°.8 F. (1° 
Ow) In thirty-one cases the elevation was 
Jess than 1°.8 ; in eleven cases it exceeded 1°.8 ; 
in three there was no elevation; in five there 
was a diminution. The first series are now 
subdivided into two classes. The first class in- 
cludes those cases in which the amount of ele- 
vation was from 0°.0 to 0°.9. The second class, 
those in which the variation was from 0°.9 to 
1°8. 

Having made these divisions the author draws 
the following conclusions :—Immediately after 
confinement the temperature rises to a maxi- 
mum, and then, during the remainder of the 
frst period gradually diminishes, to rise again 
inthe second period. In the third period the 
temperature again gradually lessens, unless some 
pathological change is going on. 

The first subdivision, in which the elevation 
of temperature during the second period is from 
(°.0 to 0°.9, represents those cases which have 
been absolutely normal. In the second, in 
which the elevation is from 0°.9 to 1°.8, this 
rise can usually be explained by the presence of 
slightly cracked nipples, over-distention of the 
breast, or some minor affection of the uterus. 
The third division, in which the elevation of 
temperature is more than 1°.8, includes cases of 
serious abdominal complications, severe fissures 
and over-distention, or abscess of the breasts. 
The autaor next endeavors to account for the 
rise of temperature of 0°.9 in those cases com- 
prised in the first or normal series, and con- 
cludes that this rise of temperature is probably 
due to the trauma of the uterus, and not to any 
febrile action necessarily accompanying the se- 
cretion of the milk. In conclusion he quotes 
the statistics of one hundred and thirty-four 
tases published by Prof. Habertsma, of Utrecht, 
who says, “If the temperature of the puerperal 
Woman rises above 100°.4, the second stage will 
usually be found to have exceeded an hour ; or, 
stated more generally, the subsequent elevation 
of a rai is proportional to the time which 
lapsed between the escape of the waters and 
the birth of the child. There is no reason to 
refer the subfebrile elevation of temperature 
vhich occurs on the third or fourth day after 
confinement to the secretion of the milk ; for it 
8 probable that the changes going on in the 
genital organs are its chief cause. The high 
temperatures which alone could be thought to 
prove the existence of so-called milk fever are 
wually caused Ba peer fever or septic infec- 
ton.” The doubt here advanced about the ex- 
tence of any such disease as milk fever, we 
may add, has already found expression in this 
‘ountry by several writers. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


Experimental Researches on the Physiological _ 
and Therapeutic Action of the Phosphate of 
Lime. By L. Dusart. Second Edition. 
Paris, 1874. pp. 168. 

The preparations containing lacto-phosphate 
of lime owe their popularity largely to the la- 
bors of Dr. Dusart, who has succeeded in com- 
bining this salt with a syrup and a wine, both 
palatable and both of uniform strength. 
Strictly speaking, the lacto-phosphate is a form 
of food, and hence has its chief application in 
diseases dependent on some forms of inanition. 
Dyspepsia, marasmus, the early stages of 
phthisis, scrofulous defaillance, excessive lacta- 
tion, chronic suppurative complaints, and such, 
are the maladies which have displayed the 
most strikingly favorable results from its use. 
Many examples of these are given in the work 
before us, as well as experimental researches as 
to the physiological action of the combination. 
The work can be supplied by E. Fougera & Cv., 
30 North William Street, New York City. 


Infant Diet. By A. Jacobi, M. D. Revised, 
enlarged, and adapted to popular use by 
Mary Putnam Jacobi, u. v. New York, 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1874. Oloth. 8vo, pp. 
119. Price $1.00. ' 

This is one of Putnam’s Handy-Book Series, 
and the importance of the subject, as well as the 
names of author and editor, ought to insure it a 
wide circulation. Dr. Putnam's advice is as 
much prohibitive as injunctive, telling the 
mother what she should not do, as well as what 
she may do:— 


“ Was sie thun und lassen muss.” 


The wisdom of this course will be readily 
appreciated by every physician, as no small mi- 
nority of infantile ailments arises from unwise 
assistance to nature. The necessity of more 
complete general instruction on both the prac- 
tice and the theories of physical education is 
daily becoming more extensively recognized by 
the profession, and works such as this are mo- 
dels in their kind. 
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The Physician’s Visiting List for 1875. Twen- 
ty-fourth Year of its Publication. Philadel- 
phia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 1875. 

This popular visiting list contains the usual 
tabular matter and forms for entering visits, 
etc. The paper and binding are carefully se- 
lected, and give general satisfaction. 

Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Nervous 
System. By Witiiam A. Hammonp, &.D., 
etc. Reported, edited, and the histories of 
the cases prepared, with notes, by T. M. B. 
Cross, m.D., etc. New York, D. Appleton & 
Co., 1874. Cloth, 8vo, pp. 287. Price $3.50. 


The substance of this volume is made up of 
lectures delivered by Dr. Hammond, at the New 
York State Hospital for Diseases of the Nervous 
System, and at the Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College. They are twenty in number, and in- 
clude a series of the more obscure lesions of 
the nervous organization. Of the diseases 
treated we may mention alternate hemiplegia, 
reflex and lead paralysis, facial and laryngeal 
paralysis, organic infantile and cross paralysis, 
spinal and cerebral congestion, spinal scle- 
rosis, chronic basilar meningitis, epilepsy, facial 
and intercostal neuralgia, sciatica, etc. 

The cases are described with great minuteness, 
and illustrated from the whole range of medical 
literature. The rules for treatment are given 
clearly, but no pretence is made to offer the 
means of a favorable prognosis in some of these 
profound impairments. 

Our mode of life in this country tends to aug- 
ment the number of cases of nervous disease, 
and this and similar works should, therefore, re- 
ceive careful reading by the intelligent physi- 
cian. 

Transactions of the Medical Association of 
the State of Alabama. Twenty-seventh Ses- 

sion, 1874. Montgomery, 1874. pp. 427. 


This handsome volume indicates a laudatory 
scientific activity among our brethren in Ala- 
bama. Besides the usual proceedings, we find 
excellent articles on yellow fever, by Drs. R. F. 
Micuet and Jerome Cocnran. Dr. Wu. H 
AnpERsoN contributes a paper ondengue. The 
cholera in Alabama is treated by Drs. M. H. 
Jorpan and J. J. Dement; a study of the 
white blood corpuscle in health and disease is 
from the pen of Dr. Jerome Cocuran; a report 
on hemorrhagic malarial fever is by Dr. E. D. 
McDaniex; diseases of the cervix uteri are dis- 
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cussed by Drs. J. L. WeaTHerty and G. Owzy, 
thermal waters by Dr. A. L. Garnerr; the 
value of pycnanthemum linifolium in atonic dys. 
pepsia by Dr. E. M. Vasser; and other articles 
by Drs. J. S. Banxson, B. H. Ricas, Fy, 
Peterson, S. D. Szetye, ete. 

It is extremely encouraging to find State w. 
cieties so united and active in the pursuit of 
professional interests, and we trust that the 
time will come when every State in the Union 
will issue a volume just as good as this, ands 
much better as it can. 


Erysipelas and Child-Bed Fever. By Thoms 
C. Minor, u. p. Cincinnati, Robert Clark & 
Co., 1874. Cloth, 8vo, pp. 131 . Price $2.00. 
A connection of similar or identical cause be 

tween puerperal fever and erysipelas has long 

been suggested, and in the volume before w 

Dr. Minor attempts, by a comparison of stati 

tics, to show “that erysipelas and puerperal 

fever are entirely dependent on the same poison.” 
His pages bear witness to an extended study 
of authorities, and a desire to examine the 
question fairly, but we cannot say that he 
proves his position to our satisfaction. On the 
contrary, there are numerous arguments, and in 
our opinion, better ones, for holding the neg» 
tive of his proposition. It will hurt no one, 
however, to hear both sides. As to the style in 
which the book is written, the reader has a right 
to ask more completeness and polish. In these 
days an author should not ask that his matter 
excuse his manner. Thoroughly careful com 
position is essential to scientific precision. In 
this respect the work before us is at fault. 


Essentials of the Principles and Practice of 
Medicine. A Hand-book for Students and 
Practitioners. By Henry Hartshorne, 4. ¥, 
M. D., etc. Fourth edition. Thoroughly 
revised; with one hundred illustrations. 
Philadelphia, H. C. Lea, 1874, pp. 548. 
The present edition of this esteemed manuil 

has undergone a careful examination by th 

author, and includes the recent contributions 
practical medicine. The popularity of the 
work has been justly merited, and the author 
intends that this shall continue to be the cas. 

The text appears for the first time with illu 

trations. They are chiefly of pathological oor 

ditions, and are fairly printed. This sit 

tion is not one to which we attach special im 

portance, however. 
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The REPORTER aims to represent the Profession 
of the whole country, and not merely sectional or 
local interests. 

Hence, Reports of the Proceedings of Medical So- 
cieties, Correspondence, Notes, News, and Medical 
Observations from all parts of the country are so- 
licited and will be gladly received for publication. 

(G Subscribers are also requested to forward 
copies of newspapers containing Reports of Medical 
Society Meetings, Marriages or Deaths of physi- 
cians, or other items of special medical interest. 

The experience of country practitioners is often par- 
ticularly valuable, acquired as it generally is by in- 
dependent study and investigation. The REPORTER 
aims especially to furnish a medium to bring this 
information before the general medical public, and 
it is a duty to the profession to publish it. 

(> To insure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, 
and carefully prepared, so as to require little revi- 
sion. 

The Editor disclaims responsibility for any state- 
ment made over the names of correspondents, 








b@ NOTICE. 1875. 
EXTRA INDUCEMENTS. 


Any of our subscribers obtaining one new sub- 
scriber and remitting for both before Jan. Ist, 
1875, will receive either a copy of the Darty 
Pocket Recor, with his name stamped in gilt 
on the clasp, free, or the Hatr- Yearty CompEn- 
pium for 1875, as he chooses. 

A new subscriber will receive the Reporter 
from now till the close of 1875 for $5.00. 

We offer subscribers and others a specimen 
copy of the Hatr-Yearty Compenpivm for July, 
1874, 321 pages, at the low rate of 50 cents. 

Any physician who will send us four new 
subscriptions, will receive a copy of the Re- 
porTER free for one year. 

The terms of our publication’ are as follows, 
payable in advance :— 


Med. and Surg. Reporter (weekly), a year, $5.00 
Half-Yearly Compendium of Med. Science, 3.00 
Reporter and Compendium, “tigen 7.00 


Physician’s Daily Pocket Record, - - 
Reporter and Pocket Record, - - - 
Reporter, Comp. and Pocket Record,- - 


Remit by P. O. order or draft, drawn in favor 
of D. G. BRINTON, M. D., 
115 South Seventh Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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VEGETABLE AND ANIMAL FOOD. 


Time was when those who advocated the su- 
periority of an exclusively vegetable diet ran 
some chance of being heard, although they did 
interfere with our dinners. But what can be 
said now in defence of vegetarianism, when we 
have it shown that plants themselves, some of 
them, are carnivorous creatures ? 

The address of Dr. Hooxer, at Belfast, will 
make this fact, already known to botanists, 
generally recognized. His studies were on the 
curious genera of pitcher plants, Sarracenia and 
Nepenthes. He illustrates, by a series of obser- 
vations, that minute insects are obviously the 
kind of game these high-hung pitchers are in- 
tended for ; that the watery fluid is secreted by 
innumerable and very minute glands ; that this 
secretion is considerably augmented when in- 
sects or other animal matters are dropped in, 
which is not the case when inorganic matter is 
used, the increased flow occurring only after the 
reception of something savory and digestible. 
Moreover, this liquid, which is always acid, like 
gastric juice, appears to have its solvent powers, 
as well as its quantity, increased upon ingestion 
of food. For, while the liquid removed from a 
freshly-opened pitcher hardly acts at all upon 
bits of meat, white of egg, or cartilage, litile 
cubes of these, dropped into the pitcher, had 
their edges eaten away and their surfaces gela- 
tinized after twenty-four hours’ immersion, and 
pieces of fibrine weighing several grains dissolve 
and totally disappear in two or three days. 
From which “it would appear probable that a 
substance acting as pepsine is given off from 
the inner wall of the pitcher, but chiefly after 
placing animal matter in the acid fluid.’’ 

Hence the old distinction that the animal 
lives on organic food, the vegetable on inorganic, 
falls into discredit ; so, too, the idea that animals 
only have a stomach ; and likewise the faith of 
the vegetarian. 

Yet it is likely that in the better classes of 
society more meat is eaten than the system calls 





for. It has been justly said by a recent writer 
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that too exclusive a flesh diet is the vice of | 
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of parched peas, or potatoes, or bread. The 


many rich people, who even allow their child-| vegetable world can offer nothing to take the 


ren at school to indulge in game-pies and other 


place of raw meat, or of the juice or essence of 


articles of the highest class, such as unfit boys | flesh. Exclusive use of either, under the ordi- 


for plain fare, and deprive them of the help | 


which a higher diet might afford them hereafter 
in cases of illness. Too much animal food is 
unduly stimulant, renders children restless and 
quarrelsome, young men sensual and Philistine, 
and elderly men gouty and dyspeptic. 

At the late meeting of the British Associa- 
tion, at Belfast, the subject was reopened for 
discussion in a lucid paper by Mr. Cooper, who 
contended, from a large induction of instances, 
that farinaceous food had a distinct flesh-form- 
ing power, while at the stage of infancy and 
early childhood its place in nutrition is of spe- 
cial importance. Chemists have been too apt to 
insist upon the constituents of food as deter- 
mined in the laboratory, forgetful of the form 
under which it is presented and the physiologi- 
cal conditions under which it is received. Mr. 
Cooper has only to follow up his inquiries by 
showing the extent to which Bright’s disease 
and the uric acid diathesis generally is caused 
by the excessively nitrogenous diet popularized 
by Liebig, and he will have amply avenged the 
farinaceous substances for the disfavor to which 
the teaching of the great chemist has con- 
demned them. 

Most physicians are now of opinion that, 
other things being equal, the more the brain is 
worked, the greater need is there for animal 
food. Town people must have more meat, as a 
rule, than country folks; the children of pro- 
fessional men more than the children of agri- 
cultural laborers. Still, rich townspeople, on 
the whole, should use less flesh, and poor ones 
more. 

The chief difference between the two is that 
animal food is more stimulant than vegetable ; 
a basin of beef-tea is more immediately felt than 
a cup of gruel; and a tender steak would set a 
fatigued man on his legs more quickly, and be 
less troublesome for the stomach, than a meal 





nary surroundings of the temperate zone, is un- — 


wise. 
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Staufer’s Non-Evaporating Inkstand, 

Staufer, whose ingenious pessaries, support- 
ers, and other surgical contrivances made of 
hard rubber, have elicited our commendation at 
various times, has devised about the neatest 
inkstand we have ever seen. Its appearance is 
represented in the cut below. It permits no 
dropping from the pen, no splashing of the 
fluid, no inking of the fingers, and preserves 
the ink free from mould and evaporation. 

It is constructed of the 
best materials, through- 
out, and on sound me- 
chanical principles. It 
would be hard to suggest 
a more acceptable addi- 
tion to the office table of 
the physician, and as the 
present-giving time of the 
year is at hand, we hope the hint will not be 
lost. 








Expectorant Properties of Apomorphia. 

It is pointed out by Dr. Jurasz, in the Cen- 
tralblatt, for July 4th, thet this drug has been 
proved to be a useful expectorant in all the 
cases in which it has been used, comprising 
cases of tracheitis and bronchitis, and also 
inflammation of the larger and smaller bron- 
chial tubes. The tenacious sputa were in all 
cases readily dislodged, and their discharge 
was greatly facilitated. The rhonchi, at first 
dry, blowing and whistling, became moist, and 
always diminished. The remedy was adminis- 
tered according to the following formula: Hydro- 
chlorate of apomorphia, 1 to 3 centigrammes 
(0.4 to 1.2 grains) ; distilled water, 120 grammes 
(4 ounces); hydrochloric acid, 5 drops; sim- 
ple syrup, 30 grammes (about 1 ounce); 4 
tablespoonful to be taken every two hours. The 
amount of apomorphia in each dose was thus 
from 1 to 3 milligrammes (0.04 to 0.12 grain). 
The patients stated that the first spoonful caused 
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slight uneasiness, which, however, did not 

follow the administration of the second dose | 
The-hydrochloric acid was added to remove the 
tendency of the apomorphia to assume a green 

color when in solution. 


Vivisection. 

Vivisection has met with a protest from Mr. 
Bergh, of New York, the occasion being alleged 
torture of animals at Bellevue Hospital. The 
Ledger, of this city, justly remarks: ‘“ Mr. 
Bergh’s society cannot interfere with ‘ properly 
conducted scientific experiments,’ performed 
under the authority of a regular medical college, 
and it is well that it cannot do so. The pain 
inflicted upon animals by the process of vivisec- 
tion may save much greater sufferings on the 
part of human beings. Vivisection may be em- 
ployed unnecessarily, or it may be practiced 
with unnecessary cruelty, but educated men are 
the only ones who are likely to practice vivisec- 
tion, and they may be gafely trusted to exercise 
a wise discretion both as to the necessity and 
the manner of examining living animals, par- 
ticularly as extraordinary suffering on the part 
of the subject is apt to produce conditions not 
favorable to the study of the natural play of 
vital organs.” 


Antidote to Carbolic Acid. 

A writer in the Dublin Medical Journal states 
that a true antidote to carbolic acid remains yet 
to be discovered, and some recent experiments 
of M. Galippe go to discredit the value of sac- 
» charate of lime, which has been specially recom- 
mended by Kunde, and, from experiments on 
dogs, he is inclined to place more reliance on 
olive oil. 


Puerperal Mortality. 

Among the Chinese, puerperal mortality is 
held, according to Dr. Jamieson, to rise as high 
as from one in twelve to one in twenty, an 
alarming and scarcely credible statement ; yet 
Dr. Thin, lately of Shanghz, believes it to be 
true. Some statistics of the city of New York, 
recently published by Fordyce Barker, yield a 
puerperal mortality of one in thirty-five, a terri- 
ble result ; and on the surely extravagant ad- 
mission that a quarter or even half of the births 
were not registered, we have here a very high 
figure. Faye states the puerperal mortality of 
Prussia as one in eighty-four ; and that of Fin- 
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land, according to Pippingskjold, as one in one 
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hundred; and that of Norway, as one in one 
hundred and thirty-one. Dr. Duncan found 
that in Edinburgh and Glasgow, in 1855, the 
mortality of married women within six weeks 
after delivery was one in one hundred and 
seven, at least. From a large collection of data, 
he estimated the mortality within four weeks 
after delivery as about one in one hundred and 
twenty. 


Congenital Absence of the Corpus Callosuin. 

Dr. Malinverni, Professor of Pathological 
Anatomy at Turin, gives the detailed descrip- 
tion of the brain of a man, forty years of age, 
who died of a gastro-enteritic affection. Dur- 
ing life he had never exhibited any deficiency 
or perversion of intellect, and yet after death 
the corpus callosum and septum lucidum were 
found to be entirely absent. 


Eczema of the Breast. 

Professor Hardy states that it may be laid 
down almost as an absolute rule that this occurs 
only under three conditions, during pregnancy, 
during suckling, or in women suffering from 
itch. So true is this, that if it’ be found in a 
woman who is neither pregnant nor suckling, the 
existence of itch will always be found on search- 
ing for it. The eczema must be first cured, as 
the sulphuro-alkaline ointment employed for 
the itch would irritate the eczema, and retard 
its cure. Sometimes the eczema persists a long 
time after the cure of the itch and the disap- 
pearance of all the acari, and it may be the 
point of departure of outbreak spreading to- 
wards other parts of the body. 


Local Applications in Diphtheria. 

Sir John Cormack stated, at the late meeting 
of the British Medical Association, that, in his 
opinion, the use of local applications to the 
throat of a diphtheritic patient is fraught with 
infinite danger to the applier. Many medical 
practitioners and medical students have received 
the diphtheritic poison in the spit of their pa- 
tients, involuntarily ejected on the application 
being made. Promising young physicians, and 
some older men, celebrities in medicine, have 
died of diphtheria so contracted. If we do apply 
anything to the throat, we can only do it with 
safety to ourselves if we wear a mask. But all 
potent applications to the throat have ceased to 
be in favor with those who have seen most of 
diphtheria. They say that iodine, nitrate of 
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silver, and the like, generally produce increased 
exudation ; while in other cases, where the exu- 
dative tendency is moderate, they seem to do 
little or no harm. The only local application 
now used by Dr. McCormack is the glycerole of 
borax of the British Pharmacopeia. It pro- 
motes the separation of the pellicle, and does 
not irritate the mucous membrane. The appear- 
ance of albumen in the urine is not of itself of 
evil prognosis. In many cases in which the 
urine has been intensely albuminous, we have 
complete recovery. Diphtheria is essentially 
characterized by intermittence in the gravity of 
the symptoms ; a lull, often mistaken for the 
dawn of convalescence, is not at all unusual. 
After such a lull, as a prelude to an exacerba- 
tion of symptoms, we can usually, by the ther 
mometer, detect a rise in temperature, and a 
concurrent appearance or reappearance of albu- 
men in the urine. Touching the differential 
diagnosis of simple membranous sore-throat 
from the specific disease diphtheria, the author 
thought that it could neither be determined by 
the presence nor by the absence of fever, nor by 
any other than one test, a test simple and sure. 
Apply a small blister to the arm or elsewhere ; 
if the case be diphtheria, the said surface will 
become covered with a diphtheritic pellicle ; if 
it be not diphtheria, no false membrane will 
appear. 
ie a 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Hay Asthma. 
Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


I was led to write the following remarks from 
seeing a request of Dr. Geo. W. Beard, of New 
York, in a late Reporter, to obtain facts on 
“ Hay Fever.” 

In December and January of the winter of 
1859 and 1860, five out of six of my father’s 
family of seven, and my father’s brother and his 
wife, living in an adjoining house, were attacked 
with what our family physician termed gastric 
fever. I was taken sick on the 11th of Januar 
and confined to bed until about the first of April. 
Some time during the last month of my sickness 
I was attacked by a profuse nasal catarrh, last- 
ing six years. Relief seemed to come from my 
change of residence to Lima, Liv. Co. I no- 
ticed an improvement the first week of my resi- 
dence there, and nearly a pao cure before the 
end of a term of school of thirteen weeks, with- 
out medication. 

About the middle of June, 1860, following my 
sickness the previous winter, I experienced what 
was a very remarkable and singular malady to 
me. Whenever I went into or near a field of 
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timothy, that was in bloom, I was attacked with 
incessant sneezing and itching of the eyes; my 
eyes would itch so that it was impossible for me 
to keep from rubbing them, although this made 
the matter worse. If I passed along the road on 
the lee side of a piece of timothy in bloom, it 
would as surely set me to sneezing as tobacco 
snuff. Working in the dry timothy, that was 
cut while in bloom, would invariably bring on 
an attack of asthma, which would subside in five 
minutes after I would cease to inhale the dust. 
All these symptoms would leave as soon as the 
bloom left the timothy, and would not be repro- 
duced unless I inhaled the dust from timothy 
hay, any time during the year, that was cut while 
in bloom, which would bring on the whole train 
of symptoms, but would only last a few minutes. 
This difficulty has troubled me, without any va- 
riation, for about six weeks each year, commenc- 
ing about the middle of June, for the last fifteen 
summers. 

In 1872 and 1873 it commenced on the 13th 
of June; this summer, on the 10th of June. I 
am now convinced that timothy bloom is not the 
only exciting cause, for since I have been mak- 
ing closer observations on the subject, I find it 
commences as soon or before this kind of grass 
heads out, two or three weeks before it blossoms, 
but I am nottroubled so much until it is in bloom. 
Some time from the 10th to the 15th of June, 
each year (the time I think depending upon the 
advancement of vegetation), my eyes will begin 
to itch and water, my face will itch a radius of 
an inch or more from the eye, and I will have 
attacks of sneezing. These symptoms will in- 
crease for a couple of weeks, are stationary for 
about the same time, and in about two weeks 
more will wholly subside. It is worse during 4 
dry, or dry and windy day. There is a thin, 
mucous discharge from the nostrils during most 
of this time Iam wholly free from it during 
a rainy day and during the night, or if I stay in 
the house and close the doors and windows. 

I have not experimented much with treat 
ment, knowing it would certainly subside in its 
own time, and that it was impossible to remove 
the exciting cause. I have tried iodide of pot 
ash, and also quinine, without any good effects. 

Avoca, N. Y. W. W. Situ, M. D. 


Success of Tracheotomy for Diphtheria in the 
Adult. 


Ep. Mep. anp Sure. REPortTER :— 


In my essay on Croup, in its Relations to 
Tracheotomy, recently issued in the Transactions 
of the Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and republished by Lindsay and Blakis- 
ton, I have a table of twelve cases of tracheot- 
omy in the adult, all that I had any knowledge 
of at the time, and all of which were fatal. 

I wish to call attention to a successful case, 
an allusion to which I have just read in an obitu- 
ary notice of the late Dr. John Burford Carlill, 
of London, published in The Lancet for August 
1st, 1874. Dr. Quain operated on Dr. Carlill 
when apparently at the point of death, in 1860, 
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from diphtheria contracted in examining the 
throat of a child, who expectorated into his 
face. *‘ The operation was followed by imme- 
diate relief, and Dr. Carlill was the first instance 
on record of the success of tracheotomy in an 
adult, after the formation of false membrane in 
diphtheria.”’ 

lo not aware of any other case on record, 
and if any of your readers are aware of any 
successes Of the kind, I trust they will send a 
memorandum to the Reporter. In the obituary 
notice referred to it was stated that the case of 
Dr. Carlill has been described by Sir William 
Jenner, in his work on “ Diphtheria, its Symp- 
toms and Treatment,” 1861, p. 75. 

J. Souris Cowen, m. D. 
Philadelphia, October 12th, 1874. . 


Treatment of Bronchitis. 
Ep. Mev. anp Surc. Reporter :— 


I had just prepared an article on the use*of 
iodide potass. and muriat. tr. iron in chronic 
and subacute bronchitis, when I received the 
last number of the Reporter, containing an ex- 
tract on about the same subject, from the pen 
of Dr. W. H. Spurgin. I will only add now 
that my experience coincides so nearly with his, 
that I deem its publication unnecessary. Here 
is about my 

R. Iodide potass., 
Tr. ferri. c., 
Syr. orange peel, 
Aquee, 

Sig. Tablespoonful three times daily. 

I have used the remedy for the last four years, 
with the most pleasing results. 

Another disease wherein the iodide acts 
equally as well, is catarrh of the bladder, and 
particularly of the neck, characterized by 
scalding sensations and tenesmus during mic- 
turition. In these cases I give the following, 
and so faithful a remedy has it been to me, that 
ad tell patients of this class it will cure 

em :— 


R. Iodide potass , 
Holland gin, 
Tr. cubebs, 


Sig. Teaspoonful three times daily, for three 
or four days, then intermit three or four days, 
then resume again the same length of time, and 
80 on, until cured, 

For my own credit’s sake, I will state that I 
have lately failed to cure several cases of infan- 
tile diarrhoea with the podophyllin and bismuth 
referred to in another article. It still answers 
4 good purpose, however, being among the best 
on my list, in those cases. 


livar, Mo. Ww. TANNER, M. D. 


Unguentum Picis Liquide. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 
I have been induced to write this note for the 


purpose of bringing to the notice of the profes- 
sion the much neglected “Old Tar Ointment.” 
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For the last four years I have used invariably 
this preparation, to the exclusion of all others, in 
that annoying disease, Tinea Circinata, or Ring- 
worm. In this time I have treated fifty cases 
with success, using no other remedy. Although 
some of my patients may have at times emitted 
an odor not the most agreeable, they have never 
wished to exchange it for any other remedy, for 
the improvement was so apparent to them. It 
should be applied night and morning, to every 
part affected, and in bad cases it will often be 
necessary to wear some non-irritating material 
with the ointment spread upon its internal sur- 
face. If this treatment is persevered in it will 
never disappoint you. W. 0. JUNKINS, M. D. 
Greenland, N. H., October, 1874. 


_ 


News AND MIscELLANY. 


Yellow Fever. 


There is some yellow fever in Charleston, S. 
C., and the Board of Health of that city have 
made a report on the subject. They say that 
during the last six or seven weeks several cases 
of the fever have occurred, two of which have 
terminated fatally. The cases have all origi- 
nated within a limited area in the extreme east- 
ern portion of the city, and every precaution 
has been taken to prevent the disease from be- 
coming epidemic. Of this, however, there is no 
fear, owing to the lateness of the season and to 
the measures adopted. No death from the fever 
has been reported since the 6th inst. 


Personal 


—Dr. J. M. Botts, of Woodford county, Ky., 
was called to visit a patient at a distance, Octo- 
ber 10th, and has not since been heard of. Foul 
play is suspected. 


—Dr. William M. Whitehead, of Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, died recently. He was an esteemed 
citizen. 


—Dr. Matthias Kenney, who served in the 
British artillery during the Peninsula war and 
at Waterloo, died recently in Dublin. 


—Dr. Hamberg, of Stockholm, has lately been 
engaged in making a series of experiments on 
the poisons exhaled by certain wall-papers. As 
with ourselves, arsenic is the poison most to be 
dreaded. 


—Mr. Erichsen, of London, the eminent sur- 
geon, has been on a visit to this country, and 
lately passed several days in Philadelphia. 


The Latest Argument for the Right of Primo- 
geniture. 

Our English friends must find their ancient 
institutions tottering. Else how can they have 
recourse to such an argument as appears in a 
late number of the Medical Press and Circular ? 
A writer asks, “Is there any danger of crimi4+ 
nal practices, abortion, as in America, and sys- 








340 


tematic non-conception, as in France, taking root 
among ourselves ?”’ 

The second question, I think, may be an- 
swered in the negative, as long as our present 
laws of inheritance remain in force: assimilate 
them to those of the United States, France, and 
other countries where democratic ideas prevail, 
and the results will be minimized families and 
ever-increasing vice of the most debasing kind. 

Here is a subject “ truly loyal !”’ 


The American Public Health Association. 


This Association will meet at the Hall of the 
College of Physicians, of Philadelphia, on the 
10th, 11th and 12th of November. 


Female Physicians. 

The corner-stone of a new building for the 
Woman’s Medical College of this city was laid 
October 1. 

The Hartford Medical Society has recognized 
the position of women in the field of medicine, 
by electing to membership, at its last meeting, 

rs. Dr. Ellen E. Hammond. 

During the last week in August a congress of | 
Danish physicians, more than two hundred in 
number, met at Aarhuus, when, among other 
points under discussion, the claims of women to 
enter the profession were brought forward. The 
general feeling at the meeting seemed to be 
that there was nothing to prevent women from 
treating the diseases of their sex with ability 
and success, while in the matter of obstetric 
practice it was in the highest degree desirable to 
transfer it completely from the hands of common 
midwives to those of women duly certificated by 
the University. 


Items. 
—The Medical Department of the Central 
University of Kentucky was opened Oct. 6th. 
—Medical students in Baltimore complain of 
the difficulty of obtaining ‘“ subjects.” The 
7. current for a “subject,” in Baltimore, is 


—An inquest was recently held in Manches- 
ter, England, on the body of a shoemaker 
named Donovan, who was an inmate of the 
Prestwich Lunatic Asylum, and worked at his | 
trade there. He had a great taste for eating | 
iron, and died suddenly on September 18th. 
The post-mortem examination showed that the 
stomach contained one pound ten ounces of 
nails, some an inch and a half long, several 
pieces of iron half an inch square, and an awl 
without a handle. His death resulted from 
peritonitis. 


<= 
<P 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 





Climate of California. 
Mr, Epitor :—Having a patient suffering from 
incipient tuberculosis, who wishes to make Califor- 
nia his future home, heinquired of me what portion 
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I would consider best adapted to his condition. Be- 
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ing myself unacquainted with the climate of Qajj- 

fornia, you would greatly oblige by answering his 

question, through the columns of the Reportzr, 
Yours, etc., H, L. H. 


The most appropriate section of California fo 
phthisical patients during the winter months, ig ip 
the vicinity of Santa Barbara. For full informa. 
tion about it, consult the last two annual Reports of 
the California State Board of Health. EDIToR, 


MARRIAGES. 


BIRCH—DENSLOW.—On Wednesday, October 7th, 
by Rev. John Brown, D.D., at St. George’s Chureh, 
Newburg, N. Y., James G. Birch, M. D., of Newburg, 
and Jane E, Denslow, of New York City. 


BopINE—Davis.—On Wednesday, October 7th, by 
‘Rev. Wm. B. Bodine, Dr. Joseph L. Bodine and 
Francis P., daughter of Dr. James M. Davis, 


MACKEY—MIDDLETON.—October Ist, at the resi- 
dence of Mr. W. S. Mills, at Courtland, Miss., by the 
‘Rev. B. F. Cochran, Dr. W. G. Mackey, of Hernan. 
do, Miss., and Mrs, Fannie Middleton, of Courtiand, 
Miss, 


McoBURNEY — WESTON.— At the Church of the 
Transfiguration, N. Y.,on Thursday, October 8th, by 
Rev. C. A. L. Richards, Margaret Willoughby, 
daughter of the late Frederick Weston, Esq,, and 
Charles McBurney, M. D. 


REYNOLDS — JACKSON.—On Wednesday, October 
7th, at the residence of the bride’s father, by Rey. 
Dr. Rylance, Dr. J. B. Reynolds and Emily A, 
youngest daughter of Col. M. M. Van Buren. 


RYERSON—BLAKE.—On Thursday, October 8th, at 
the residence of the bride’s mother, by Rev. J. H 
Wilson, John H. Ryerson, and Rebecca, youngest 
daughter of the late James Blake, all of this city, 


SAMPSON—HoRTON.—On Wednesday, October 7th, 
in the Presbyterian Church, at Morrisania, by Rev. 
W. S. Mikels, D. p., Z. Sidney Sampson, Esq., and 
Miss Evelyen A., daughter of Dr. Henry L. Horton. 


ScHLEY—SPAULDING.—At Christ Church, River 
dale, on Tuesday, October 6th, by Right Rev, John 
Ww. Beckwith, D. D., assisted by Rev. George D, Wil- 
des, D. D., James Montfort Schley, M. D., and Marga 
ret Thompson, daughter of Henry F. Spaulding, 


WITHINGTON—SCHREINER.—By the Rev. D. Bar- 
clay, September Ist, at the residence of James Duf, 
Esq., F. J. bo hagee pe y M. D., and Miss Mary E. 
Schreiner, both of New Texas, Allegheny Co., 


DEATHS. 


CLANCEY.—At her father’s home, Gallipolis, Mhio, 
September 22d, 1874, Viola H., daughter of Captain 
John and Sarah Hutsinpiller, and wife of Dr. D. W. 
Clancey, of this city. 


Cross.—At Elizabeth, N. J,, October 10th, 1874, Dr 
Joseph Cross, in the 67th year of his age. 


GUNKLE.—At Glenloch, Pa.,on October 3d, Wik 
liam H. Gunkle, M.D. 


KINNIER.—On the 7th inst., James Kinnier, M.D, 
aged 75 years. 

LANGDON.—In Cincinnati, Ohio, Sunda; 
noon, October 4th, 1874, Thomas Macdonal 
son of Dr. H. A. and the late Emeline La 
aged 3 montis and 12 days. 

Lewis.—At Eaton Town, N. J., on Wednesisy 
evening, September 30th, Catharine Lewis, relict 
Dr. John P. Lewis, in the 88th year of her age. 


residence of 


elby Coun, 
Tenn., Mrs. Ora Stone, wife of Dr. J. Stone, 
Walnut Bend, Ark., aged 23 years and 28 days. 


SANGER.—At Rockville Centre, Long Island, O¢ 
2d, W. Jewett Sanger, eldest son of the late Dr. ¥. 
W. Sanger, aged 21 years, 14 days. 


after 
infant 





